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Guidance for Troops  

Graduating Seniors and Troop Funds for Trips/Travel (Updated 8/2021) 

The COVID-19 pandemic has forced the cancellation of many programs and activities that 12th 
grade Girl Scouts had planned for spring/summer 2020 and 2021. While it will be possible to 
move forward with many planned activities during spring/summer 2021, plans for extended 
overnight trips will be evaluated by Girl Scouts North Carolina Coastal Pines on a case-by-case 
basis. If a scheduled trip, including girls who graduated in 2020 or 2021, cannot take place in 
FY21 due to COVID-19, the below guidance may be used to help troops make decisions. 

Note: This guidance only applies to troop funds.  

Recommendations for Troops to Modify Their Plans  

 The first step is to encourage the girls to have a frank discussion about the possibility of 
using their funds in alternate ways this year, to help celebrate and close-out their time as 
a girl member of Girl Scouts on a positive note. In many cases it will not be practical to 
reschedule activities. Some troops will have girls dispersing to different states, and new, 
exciting opportunities for young adults (internships, jobs, study abroad) may make it 
impractical to commit to a Girl Scout event in the future. In most cases, finding a 
rewarding way to deploy funds this summer may be the troop’s best path forward.  

 There are many ways that troops can still spend down their funds to create a capstone 
for their Girl Scout experience. Example ways girls might use funds before 9/30/21: 

o If possible, troops may change the location and/or of structure of a planned trip. 
For example, consider an in-state trip instead of a domestic one, or a domestic 
trip instead of an international one. 

o Design and execute a Take Action project to give back to their community. 
o Purchase Lifetime Memberships at the special “young alum” discount price of 

$200 per girl (down from the usual $400 price).  
 Lifetime memberships purchased between 4/1 – 5/31/21 come with a 

special graduation tassel.  
 Troop funds may be used to purchase lifetime memberships for current 

girls, but cannot be used to purchase current adult members a lifetime 
membership (e.g. troop leaders, parents).  

o Participate in Girl Scouts North Carolina Coastal Pines events and activities 
during 2021. 

o Work with the girls to develop their travel skills by planning local travel 
opportunities/day trips.  If their trip is focused on outdoor adventures such as 
hiking and backpacking you may consider outfitting them with the proper 
equipment (e.g. backpacks, hiking boots, guidebooks). 
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o Donate to an existing Girl Scouts North Carolina Coastal Pines scholarship fund 
or the Girl Scouts Give program, which helps provide Girl Scouts opportunities 
for families in need.  

o Work with Girl Scouts North Carolina Coastal Pines to create a new scholarship 
fund that the council can administer for an activity the girls are passionate about 
(e.g. a camp scholarship fund)  
 

 All activities and use of funds must be directly tied to the mission of Girl Scouts. All funds 
“must be used for the purposes of Girl Scouting.” Funds cannot be used for private 
benefit. (For example: Girl Scout events/activities would be mission-related but use of 
proceeds to provide individual college scholarships would be private benefit, and 
therefore not allowed.) Therefore, troop funds may not be used for: 

o Gift cards of any kind. 
o Cash payments to girls or to girl’s families. 
o Individual college scholarships. 

 Continue your usual diligence to avoid individual accounting. Mixed-grade and multi-
level troops/groups who have money-earned together should continue to make group 
decisions on use of funds together.  

Recommendations for Troops Who Feel Committed to Postponing their Trip  

 If a troop including graduating seniors (2020 or 2021 graduates) goes through the 
decision-making process, evaluates all the considerations as listed above, and still feels 
committed to postponing their trip, Girl Scouts North Carolina Coastal Pines will review 
the troop proposal, and may grant an extension. If granted an extension, funds should 
be spent as soon as practically possible (ideally by end of calendar year 2021) but in no 
case will an extension be permitted beyond the end of Membership Year 2022 (9/30/22). 
Guidance for these circumstances: 

o Any extensions made are specifically to meet the needs of girls whose plans 
were cancelled or rescheduled due to COVID-19. Regardless of changes due to 
COVID or for other reasons, under no circumstances will a further extension be 
granted. 

o The intent is to support the continuation of Girl Scout travel that had been 
planned before or during the pandemic; the extension cannot support the 
planning and financing of new or additional Girl Scout activities.   

o Funds should not be used for individual activities (e.g., no individual gift cards, no 
individual trips). 

o Any person participating in the trip (young alum, adults) must have an active 
adult membership or lifetime membership at the time of trip. 

o Adult Girl Scout members do not participate in Product or Cookie sales, and no 
additional or alternate money-earning may be completed. 

o Once the troop has completed their activities during the 2021-2022 year, if the 
troop itself is disbanding, the troop should follow all procedures for disbanding 
troops by 8/31/22. This includes submitting a 2021-2022 Troop Finance Report 
and completing the Disbanding Troop Funds report. All standard safety and risk 
management procedures should be followed on the trip, including all guidelines 
set out in Volunteer Essentials, Safety Activity Checkpoints, and any additional 
council guidelines for specific girl activities. Special guidelines include:  
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 The young alums participating in activities during the 2021-2022 
membership year should be treated as Ambassadors. Use the same 
guidelines and ratios for the supervision of young alum members as for 
supervision of Ambassador Girl Scouts. For example, no one traveling on 
any Girl Scout-approved trip, regardless of age, may purchase, consume, 
or possess alcohol.  

 For group overnight travel that includes both girl members and young 
alums, steps should be taken to provide separate sleeping arrangements 
for the girl members; the young alum members; and the adult members.  

 For all extended trips, the standard recommendation to purchase the 
additional Mutual of Omaha activity insurance stands.  

 


